






















NUMBER CXXXVIII. 





By ADAM FITZ -ADAM. 





To be continued every THURSDAY. 





THuRsDAY, Auguf the arft, 1755. 








#? t , confidering with myfelf how I might 
£ extend the ufe and entertainment of 
x thefe my labours : for though thou- 


) fands of my countrymen have ex- 





. : ? perienced and are ready to atteft 
their falutary effets, yet it cannot be denied but that 
there are ftill people to be met with, who are by no 
means as wife and as good as they ought tobe. Gene- 
ral fatire, as I have formerly obferved, is what few 
people care to apply to themfelves; and though I have 
hitherto been averfe to particular and perfonal abufe, I 
am at laft willing to try it’s effect, well-knowing that i 
if , 
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if the good which may accrue from it be but in. the 
proportion of one in a million to the entertainment it 


_ gives, I fhall have reafon to blefs myfelf for thus quar- 
relling.with the world. I am fenfible alfo, that by 
adopting this method, I am encreafing the number of 
my correfpondents, as every one will be for trying his 
hand on fo delightful a fubje& as the failings of his 
friends; efpecially when I fhall have given him my honour 
that he need be under no apprehenfions for his fafety, 
and that I will take every quarrel upon myfelf. I there- 
fore hereby invite all perfons whatfoever to tranfmit to 
me forthwith all the fcandal they can either collect or 
invent. Names, and particularly great ones, will be 
very acceptable ; or in default of fuch names, minute 
defcriptions of perfons, their alliances and connections, 
or the ftreets they live in, will be equally agreeable. 
Great regard will be paid to the letters of female corref- 
pondents; but it is humbly hoped that they will not 
fuffer the copioufnefs and enticement of the fubje to 
hurry them into lengths that may exceed the bounds of 
this paper. : 

I am fenfible that a great deal of courage, and an 
equal degree of dexterity at fingle rapier, will be necef- 
fary upon this occafion; but, as I {aid before, I am 
contented to take the whole upon myfelf, rather than 
lay my correfpondents under any reftraint: my name is 
Adam Fitz-Adam ; I am to be heard of every morning 
at the Tilt-yard coffee-houfe, and, though an old man, 
fhall be ready to give any gentleman fatisfaction, who 
chufes to call upon me in a hackney coach, and frank 
me to Hyde park, or Montague houfe. 

To extend the ufefulnefs of this paper ftill farther, 
it is my intention (notwithftanding any former declara- 


tion 
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tion to the contrary} to mix politics with flander. I 
am in a manner compelled to make this fecond altera- 
tion in my plan, from a thorough conviction that no 
man in thefe kingdoms is fuch a matter of politics as 
myfelf; and asa war with France feems now to be in- 
evitable, I fhall from time to time inftru& our minifters 
in what manner to conduc it, and fhall hope for 
an exact compliance with every plan I fhall lay before 
them. This will be faving a great deal of trouble and 
perplexity to the common. people cf England, who, 
though always ready to.inftrué an adminiftration, are 
fometimes -fo divided in their opinions, that the faid ad- 
miniftration are forced to purfue their own meafures, 
for want of plain and punctual inftruCtions from their 
friends. 

Tue better to carry on this laudable defign, I fhall 
direct what bills are proper to be brought into parlia- 
ment, and what acts I would have repealed. I fhall 
alfo devote three mornings in every week to the private 
inftruétion of all fuch minifters and members of parlia- 


ment, as are defirous of conferring with me at my lodg- 


ings up two pair of ftairs at the Trunk-maker’s in 
St. Martin’s Lane. I fhall likewife be ready to anfwer 
all queftions in politics to fuch gentlemen and ladies 
as would willingly inveftigate that {cience without ftudy 
or application. This will tend greatly to the edifica- 
tion of all juftices of the peace, nurfes, midwives, coun 
try curates, and parith clerks, whofe ideas feem at prefent 
to be alittleconfufed, for want of a thorough knowledge 
of the interefts and conne@tions of the feveral ftates of Eu- 
rope, and how the balance of power is to be maintained. 
I thall keep a watchful eye over the king of France 
and his minifters, and will give timely notice of any in- 

tended 
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ttended invafions, and direct meafures to defeat fuch in= 
vafions in proper time. I fhall find means of inftruct- 
ing the other powers of Europe in their irue and natu- 
tal interefts, and will communicate in this paper the 
intelligence I fhall from time te time receive from the 
faid powers ; fo that the public fhallalways be apprized 
beforehand of the meafures they intend to take. 

Wuen I confider the vaft utility of this my undertak- 
ing, I cannot be too thankful for the abilities I am 
bleffed with for the carrying it on to the univerfal 
fatisfaction of all parties. My humanity is, I con- 
fefs, a little hurt, by refle&ting that while I am thus 
making a monopoly of politics and flander, I am doing 
an injury to thofe of my brother authors, who have 
long lived by dealing out their occafional portions of 
thofe commodities. But I am comforted upon fecond 
thoughts, that as this paper is publifhed once a week, 
they will have continued opportunities of enriching their 
own larger compofitions with the moft fhining parts of 
it: and this they fhall have free leave to do, provided 
that they add no conjectures of their own, or. pretend 
to doubt the fuperiority of my abilities, whereby difputes 
may be raifed upon any of thofe facts which I fhall think 
proper to advance. The fame indulgence is hereby 
given to.all writers or compilers of country news-papers 
in Great Britain and Ireland: for as I have only the good 
of my country at heart, I am defirous of extending thefe 
my labours to the remoteft parts of his Majefty’s domi- 
nions. J fhall alfo have this farther fatisfa€tion, that the 
general complaint of the country’s being deferted of in- 
habitants every winter may ceafe, as by means of this 
circulation, .every private gentleman may refide con- 


(tantly at his feat, and every clergyman at -his living, 


without being obliged once a year to pay a vifitto 
London, 
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London, in order to ftudy politics, and inftru& the ad- 
miniftration. 
Bur amuch greater advantage than any yet mention- 
ed, remains ftill to be told. The circulation of this 
paper will not be confined to Great Britain and Ireland ; 
it will doubtlefs be demanded in all the courts, cities and 
large towns of Europe; by which means our enemies 
on the continent, finding the fuperiority of our wifdom, 


and knowing by whom our ccunfellors are counfelled, 


will fue to us for peace upon our own terms. In the 
mean time, as we are entering into a war, not of our 
own feeking, but merely in defence of our commerce, 
and for the prote@tion and fupport of our undoubted 
rights, I fhall direct the adminiftration how to raife fuch 
fupplies, as may enable us to carry it on with vigour and 
fuccefs ; and this I hope to effect to everybody’s fatis- 
faction, which I humbly apprehend, has not always 
been the cafe. 

I am well aware that there are certain fuperficial per- 
fons in the world, who!may fancy that they have not 
difcovered in my writings hitherto, thefe marvellous 
abilities, to: which I am now laying.claim. Toall fuch 
I fhall only anfwer, let the event decide: for I, have 
always thought it beneath me to boaft of talents fuperior 
to other men, till the neceffity of the times compel 
me to produce them. Thofe who know me, will fay 
of me what modefty forbids I fhould fay of myfelf: in- 
deed it has been owing toa very uncommon degree of 
that fheepith quality, that I have not let my readers into 
many fecrets of myfelf, that would have amazed and 
confounded them. 

I wave undertaken politics and flander at the fame 
time, from a conftant obfervation that there is a certain 
conneétion between thofe fciences, which it is difficult 


to 
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to break through. But I intend to vary from the com- 
mon method, and fhall fometimes write politics with- 
out abufe, and abufe without politics. It may be fear- 
ed, perhaps, that as I have hitherto received no reward 
for the great candour with which I have treated the ad- 
miniftration during the courfe of this paper, I may en- 
cline to direct wrong meafures out of pure fpite; but I 
can affure my readers that fuch fears are groundlefs: I 
have nothing at heart but the public good, and {hall 
propofe no meafures but fuch as are moft apparently 
conducive to the honour and glory of my native country. 
In treating of thefe meafures, I fhall build nothing upon 
hypothefis, but will go mathematically to work, and 
reduce every thing to demonftration. For inftance, if 
the war is only to be a naval one, I would inftrudt our 
minifters (as a certain ingenious painter is faid to draw) 
by the triangle. Asthus. The end of war is an ad- 
vantageous peace. Now fuppofe any triangle, equila- 


teral or otherwife, where A hall fignify the Englith 
fleet, Bthe French fleet, and C the above peace ; 
the folution then will be no more than this, let the 
fleet A take the fleet B, and you produce the peace C. 
‘The fame folution will doin a land war, where A and B 


may ftand for armies inftead of fleets. 

Havine now fufficiently explained myfelf upon this 
important occafion, I thall take leave of my readers till 
next Thurfday, at which time, unlefs I fhould fee reafon 
to the contrary, I fhall prefent them with a paper either 
of {candal or politics, which fhall be to all their fatis- 
factions. 
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